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Executive Summary

N-Methyl-2-Pyrrolidone (NMP) is a critical solvent in lithium-ion battery manufacturing, valued for 

its exceptional solvency power. However, regulatory restrictions and occupational exposure limits as 

low as 1 ppm demand reliable, real-time detection solutions. This article examines NMP’s properties, 

applications, and health risks, explains why conventional detection methods fail, and demonstrates how 

diffusion-based Photoionisation Detection (PID) technology provides continuous, sub-ppm monitoring 

essential for worker safety and regulatory compliance in battery manufacturing environments. 

Introduction to N-Methyl-2-Pyrrolidone (NMP)

N-Methyl-2-Pyrrolidone (NMP) (CAS: 872-50-4) is a versatile solvent renowned for its solvency power  

and high boiling point. Widely employed in lithium-ion battery manufacturing, NMP serves as an 

essential electrode binder solvent, enabling the production of high-performance battery cells that 

power electric vehicles and energy storage systems worldwide. However, as battery production scales 

rapidly to meet global demand, the occupational exposure risks associated with NMP have come under 

increasing regulatory scrutiny.

Photoionisation Detection (PID) technology, which ionises gas molecules using ultraviolet light to 

measure volatile organic compound (VOC) concentrations in real time, has proven highly effective for 

continuous NMP monitoring. This article explores the characteristics of NMP, its applications in battery 

manufacturing, the health and environmental risks it poses, the critical challenges of detection,  

and how advanced PID sensors address the unique requirements for safe, compliant NMP monitoring  

in industrial environments. 
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Applications of NMP Across Industries

	• Li-ion battery manufacturing: Commonly used as an electrode 

binder solvent within the manufacturing stages, particularly in 

slurry preparation for cathode and anode coating processes. 

	• Electronics: Employed for cleaning and degreasing surfaces in  

the battery manufacturing process, as well as stripping photoresist 

from printed circuit boards in the electronics industry. 

	• Coatings and paints: A key component in the formulation  

of coatings and paints due to its effective solvency. 

	• Petrochemicals: Utilised in the extraction of various chemicals  

and refining processes within the petrochemical industry. 

	• Pharmaceuticals: Used in drug formulation processes as a solvent for pharmaceutical intermediates. 

Why NMP Detection Is Critical Now

Three converging factors have made effective NMP detection increasingly urgent in battery 

manufacturing facilities:

1.	 Regulatory tightening: Occupational exposure limits for NMP have decreased significantly in recent 

years. While the UK follows an 8-hour time-weighted average (TWA) limit of 10 ppm, OSHA has 

established this limit at just 1 ppm (OSHA, 2021), requiring detection systems capable of reliable  

sub-ppm monitoring.

2.	 Production scale expansion: Global lithium-ion battery production is projected to grow exponentially 

as electric vehicle adoption accelerates and energy storage demand increases, multiplying the 

number of workers potentially exposed to NMP vapours.

3.	 Enhanced enforcement: Regulatory agencies worldwide are implementing stricter monitoring 

requirements and workplace inspections, making continuous, documented exposure monitoring  

a compliance necessity rather than a best practice.

These factors combine to create an environment where real-time, accurate NMP detection is essential 

for maintaining safe working conditions and meeting legal obligations. 

Health and Environmental Risks

While NMP’s effectiveness in industrial processes is undeniable, it poses potential health and 

environmental hazards. Both long-term and short-term exposure to NMP through inhalation,  

skin contact, or ingestion can lead to health effects such as headaches, nausea and dizziness,  

and in longer exposure cases, damage to the central nervous system (WHO, 1999). Reproductive toxicity 

concerns have also led to NMP being classified as a substance of very high concern (SVHC) under 

REACH regulations in Europe.
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It is a legal requirement for employers to monitor and control NMP exposure to ensure the  

safety of workers and prevent environmental contamination. Many countries have established 

Occupational Exposure Limits (OELs) for NMP in the workplace. These limits specify the maximum 

allowable concentration of NMP employees can be exposed to over a specific period of time  

(e.g., 8-hour time-weighted average). Compliance with these exposure limits requires continuous 

monitoring systems capable of detecting NMP at concentrations well below regulatory thresholds, 

enabling timely intervention before exposure limits are exceeded. 

How Is NMP Detected in Industrial Environments?

Detecting NMP at sub-ppm concentrations is crucial for mitigating long and short-term  

health risks along with preventing environmental harm (David et al., 2021). Several detection 

technologies exist, but not all are suitable for the continuous, real-time monitoring required in  

battery manufacturing environments.

Photoionisation Detection (PID) technology has proven to be highly effective in the real-time 

monitoring of many Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), including NMP. PID sensors work by using 

ultraviolet light to ionise target molecules which are then detected at sensing electrodes to determine 

concentration. This rapid and accurate detection capability is essential for maintaining safe working 

conditions and preventing environmental contamination.

PID technology is a powerful tool for detecting a range of VOCs by allowing accurate detection  

at low concentrations within a few seconds. PID sensors are commonly used to identify and  

alert personnel of hazardous conditions or failure to a specific process that may pose a risk to  

human health or the environment.

NMP has an ionisation energy of 9.17 eV, meaning it is detectable with both 10.6 and 10.0 eV lamps.  

ION SENSE’s testing has found that 10.6 eV PID sensors are best suited to detecting low levels of NMP 

with optimal sensitivity and signal strength.
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Why Pumped Detection Systems Fail with NMP:  
The Material Compatibility Challenge

One of the most critical, and often overlooked, challenges in NMP detection is material compatibility. 

Conventional pumped sampling systems, which draw air samples through internal components  

using mechanical pumps, are fundamentally incompatible with NMP monitoring due to severe 

chemical interactions.

When specific materials such as Viton, a synthetic rubber variant commonly used in gaskets,  

O-rings, and pump diaphragms, encounter NMP, they undergo significant swelling (Barros et al., 2023).  

This swelling occurs gradually, typically taking place within minutes depending on the concentration 

of NMP. As Viton components swell, they cause blockages, valve malfunctions, and pump failures, 

rendering the detection system inoperable.

Additionally, NMP has the capacity to absorb onto internal surfaces and subsequently desorb, 

creating memory effects that lead to inaccurate measurements, false readings, and delayed response 

times. These issues make pumped systems unsuitable for continuous NMP monitoring in battery 

manufacturing environments.

Diffusion-based PID sensors eliminate these material compatibility issues entirely. By allowing  

gas samples to naturally diffuse to the sensing element without pumps, tubes, or Viton seals,  

diffusion-based systems provide reliable, continuous NMP detection without the risk of component 

failure or measurement inaccuracy caused by chemical incompatibility.

Key Requirements for Effective NMP Detection

Based on regulatory requirements, environmental conditions in battery manufacturing facilities,  

and the chemical properties of NMP, effective detection systems must meet several critical criteria:

	• Sub-ppm sensitivity: Capable of detecting NMP at concentrations below 1 ppm to ensure compliance 

with the most stringent occupational exposure limits.

	• Diffusion-based sampling: Eliminates material compatibility issues associated with pumped systems 

exposed to NMP.

	• Appropriate lamp energy: 10.6 eV UV lamps provide optimal sensitivity for NMP’s 9.17 eV  

ionisation energy.

	• Humidity resistance: Reliable operation in high-humidity environments typical of battery 

manufacturing facilities (up to 99% RH).

	• Long service life: Minimal maintenance requirements with extended lamp and sensor life to support 

continuous monitoring applications.

	• Real-time response: Immediate detection and alarm capability to enable rapid intervention before 

exposure limits are exceeded.

	• Anti-contamination design: Protection against dust, aerosols, and moisture that could compromise 

measurement accuracy.
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Advanced PID Solutions for NMP Monitoring

ION SENSE’s advanced PID sensor technology has been specifically engineered to meet the demanding 

requirements of NMP detection in lithium-ion battery manufacturing and similar industrial applications. 

Two complementary approaches address different monitoring scenarios. 

1. MiniPID 2 PPB XF for continuous monitoring solutions 

For applications requiring prolonged, uninterrupted monitoring in harsh manufacturing environments, 

advanced PID sensors incorporate patented long-life filtration and fence electrode technology to ensure 

unparalleled stability and durability for dynamic and reliable response to NMP and a vast array of volatile 

organic compounds (VOCs).

These sensors deliver exceptional sensitivity (1 ppb detection limits) and 

broad measurement range (>40 ppm), ensuring compliance with stringent 

occupational exposure limits. The 10.6 eV lamp configuration provides 

optimal NMP detection, while diffusion-based sampling eliminates the 

material compatibility issues that plague pumped systems exposed to NMP.

Built for harsh manufacturing environments, these solutions feature 

humidity resistance up to 99% RH, anti-contamination design, and wide 

temperature range (-40–65 °C). With a filter and lamp life exceeding  

10,000 hours combined and sensor life greater than 5 years ensures minimal 

maintenance and long-term reliability in continuous monitoring applications. 

2. MiniPID 2 High Sensitivity for ultra-sensitive cleanroom monitoring solutions 

For applications requiring the highest sensitivity in controlled environments such as cleanroom 

battery assembly areas, specialised PID sensors deliver world-leading 0.5 ppb detection capability 

with exceptional signal strength (>600 mV/ppm). These sensors incorporate patent-pending filtration 

specifically designed to protect against contamination from moisture, dust, and aerosols,  

maintaining sub-ppb accuracy where conventional sensors fail.

Optimised for cleanroom environments, these solutions feature  

10.6 eV lamp technology for reliable NMP detection and diffusion  

sampling to avoid material compatibility issues. Operating across  

-20–40 °C with humidity resistance up to 99% RH, these sensors excel  

in battery manufacturing facilities.

With 10,000-hour lamp life and sensor life exceeding 5 years, ultra-sensitive 

PID sensors provide exceptional reliability for continuous trace-level 

monitoring in hazardous locations where early detection is paramount. 
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Conclusion

PID sensors are highly effective for detecting NMP at sub-ppm concentrations in real time,  

providing the continuous monitoring capability essential for worker safety and regulatory compliance 

in lithium-ion battery manufacturing facilities. The combination of appropriate lamp energy (10.6 eV), 

diffusion-based sampling to eliminate material compatibility issues, and advanced anti-contamination 

design makes PID technology the optimal solution for NMP detection in demanding  

industrial environments.

As global battery production continues to expand and regulatory requirements become increasingly 

stringent, the implementation of reliable, continuous NMP monitoring systems will remain a critical 

component of occupational health and safety programs in the battery manufacturing industry.

Disclaimer

The information provided in this application article is for informational purposes only. The materials are general in nature;  
they are not offered as advice on a particular matter and should not be relied on as such. Use of this guide does not constitute  
a legal contract. While we make every effort to ensure that the material in this guide is accurate and up-to-date when we publish 
it, you should exercise your own independent skill and judgment before you rely on it. In any important matter, you should seek 
professional advice relevant to your own circumstances.

For more application articles visit:  
www.ionsense.com/resource-category/application-articles/ 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is NMP?

N-Methyl-2-Pyrrolidone (NMP) is a highly polar aprotic solvent widely used in lithium-ion battery 

manufacturing as an electrode binder solvent. It is valued for its exceptional solvency power and ability 

to dissolve polymers, resins, and chemicals essential to battery production.

Why is NMP hazardous?

NMP exposure through inhalation, skin contact, or ingestion can cause headaches, nausea, dizziness, 

and central nervous system damage. Long-term exposure is associated with reproductive toxicity, 

leading to its classification as a substance of very high concern under REACH regulations.

Can PID sensors detect NMP?

Yes. PID sensors are highly effective for detecting NMP at sub-ppm concentrations in real time.  

NMP has an ionisation energy of 9.17 eV, making it detectable with PID sensors equipped with  

10.6 eV or 10.0 eV UV lamps.

What lamp energy is required for NMP detection?

A 10.6 eV UV lamp provides optimal sensitivity for NMP detection. While 10.0 eV lamps can also detect 

NMP, 10.6 eV lamps deliver superior signal strength and lower detection limits essential for compliance 

with stringent occupational exposure limits.

Why are pumped systems unsuitable for NMP detection?

Pumped systems contain Viton seals, gaskets, and diaphragms that swell significantly when exposed 

to NMP, causing blockages and malfunctions. NMP also absorbs onto internal surfaces and desorbs 

unpredictably, creating measurement inaccuracies. Diffusion-based PID sensors eliminate these 

material compatibility issues.

What are the occupational exposure limits for NMP?

Occupational exposure limits vary by region. The UK follows an 8-hour time-weighted average (TWA) 

of 10 ppm, while OSHA has established a more stringent limit of 1 ppm. These limits require detection 

systems capable of reliable sub-ppm monitoring.

How do diffusion-based PID sensors work?

Diffusion-based PID sensors allow gas samples to naturally diffuse to the sensing element without 

pumps, tubes, or seals. This eliminates material compatibility issues while providing continuous,  

real-time detection with minimal maintenance requirements. 
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